Contents 


TO OUR READERS 
Gary P. Zola, Editor 


pp. 7-9 
ARTICLES: 


Jewish Women in the Central Appalachian Coal Fields, 1890-1960: From 
Breadwinners to Community Builders 

Deborah Weiner 

pp. 10-33 

Deborah Weiner provides us with a fascinating examination of the essential role 
Jewish women played in the establishment and maintenance of Jewish communities 
in central Appalachian coal fields. Weiner places the story of these women in the 
context of the general migration of Jews to the United States and demonstrates that 
this migration occurred at the same time as the development of southern coal fields. 
Weiner’s research reveals a lesser-known dimension of American Jewish history-the 
small-town Jewish women of Appalachia whose travails and successes need to be 
recounted. 
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The impact of the American environment on Hasidic traditions and leaders has 

received little scholarly treatment. By examining the careers of two Hasidic brothers 

who served as Bostoner Rebbe, Farber’s article suggests that the local community 

cultures of Brooklyn and Boston contoured the character of a uniquely American 

Hasidic tradition. The evolution of their heritage and the styles of their leadership 

highlight the internal and external developments within the Orthodox world during 

the twentieth century and reinforce the common impression of the trajectory of 
Orthodoxy during the past three decades. 
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One reason the story of United States Jewry is unique is that from the beginning of 
the American Republic, military service, which acted as proof of patriotism and the 
right to claim full citizenship, has not been denied to Jews. Before his death in 1999 
the distinguished historian Jack Foner was working on a history of American Jews and 
their service in the military forces of the Republic. Unfortunately, only two chapters, 
which took the story from the Revolution to the eve of the Civil War, were completed 
before his death. Thankfully, his son Eric Foner of Columbia University has made 
them available. Jack Foner’s narrative not only reveals that the American Jew served 
under arms from the time of the Revolution, but through their trials, failures, and 
successes we gain deeper appreciation of the role of American Jewry in the rights and 
obligations of citizenship. 
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